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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel without prejudice claims 62-64, 66 and 77 and amend claims 
1, 49, 52-61, 65, 67-68, 70-76 and 78 as indicated in the following list of pending 
claims. 

PENDING CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A medisal device for localization of targot 
tissue at a target site comprising: 

an elongated shaft which has a distal shaft portion with a distal tip and a 
proximal shaft portion and which is configured for placement of the distal shaft portion 
into a patient's body tissue at a desired l ocation t arget site : 

a tissue penetrating cutt i ng elemeni disposed on said distal tip; and 
[[a]] at least one fixation element which has a free end configured to 
secure the distal shaft portion within tissue at the target ticcue site, and which has 
another end secured to the distal shaft portion at a location proximal of said distal tip 
and which has a radially retracted configuration for delivery and a radially extended 
configuration for deploying the free end into tissue at the target site . 

2-48. (Canceled) 

49. (Currently Amended) The medical device of claim 1, wherein said 
tissue penetrating cutt i ng element is an electrosurgical cutting element. 

50-51. (Canceled) 
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52. (Currently Amended) The medical device of claim 1, wherein said 
the free end of the fixation element is configured for penetrating tissue. 

53. (Currently Amended) The medical device of claim 1 p wherein said 
fixation element compris e s at l east ono radially e xt e ndable and rotractablo m e mb e r 
wh i ch is radially extendable and retractable from a side of the distal e nd of tho shaft 
portion . 

54. (Currently Amended) The medical device of claim 53, wherein sai4 
a plurality of fixation ele ment CQmpricos a plurality of r adia l ly oxtondab l c - and 
re tractab le m e mb e rs which are radially extendable and retractable from a side of the 
distal shaft portion of th e s haft . 

55. (Currently Amended) A method of performing a medical procedure 
within a patient's body , comprising: 

a) providing a medical device comprising a shaft having a distal portion with 
a tip, a proximal portion, a fixation element on the distal portion which has a free end 
an d which is and another end secured to the dista l shaft pbrtion at a location proximal to 
the distal tip and which has a radially retracted configuration for delivery and a radially 
extended configuration for deploying the free end into tissue at the target site and a 
tissue penetrating cutting element disposed on seid distal tip, 

b) placing the distal shaft portion of tho shaft in into body ti s su e with i n -a the 
patient's body, so that the distal end is disposed within the target t i ssuo site ; and 

c) extending into tissue at the target tissue site the free end of the fixation 
element so that the distal portion of the shaft becomes secured within the target tissue 
site . 
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56. (Currently Amended) The me:hod of claim 55, wherein said fixation 
element compri ses a t le ast on e is radially extendable and retractable me mb e r from a 
side of the distal shaft portion. 

57. (Currently Amended) The meUiod of claim 55, wherein sa i d f i xation 
olcmont compri ses the medical device has a plurality of radially extendable and 
retractable members fixation elements . 

58. (Currently Amended) A method of performing a medical procedure, 
comprising: 

a) providing a medical device comprising a shaft having a distal shaft portion 
with a distal tip, a tissue penetrating cutting element disposed on the distal tip, a 
proximal portion, a fixation element which has a free end and wh i ch is another end 
secured to the distal shaft portion at a location spaced proximal to the distal tip r 

b) cutt i ng advancing the tissue penetrating element on the distal tip 
through tissue of a patient's body w i th th o tissu e p e net ra ting cutti n g e le ment ; 

c) placing the distal shaft portion o f th e shaft in body tissu e within a 
patient's body, so that the distal shaft portion is disposed adjacent target tissue; and 

d) radially extending into the target tissue the free end of the fixation 
element so that the distal portion of the shaft becomes secured adjacent the target 
tissue. 

59. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 58, wherein said fixation 
element compris e s at least ono is radially extendable and retractable m e mbc F from a 
side of the distal shaft portion . 
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60. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 58, wherein the medical 
device has said f i xation ele ment compr i s es a plurality of radially extendable and 
retractable m e mb e rs fixation elements . 

61. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 58, wherein the tissue 
penetrating cutting element is an electrosurgical cutting element. 

62-64. (Cancelled) 

65. (Currently Amended) A method for acquiring a tissue specimen from 
target tissue site , comprising: 

a) providing a tissue acquisition device having a shaft with a distal end with a 
distal tip, a proximal end, a distal cutting element disposed on said distal tip, a distal 
shaft portion, a fixation element which has a free end configured to engage target 
tissue^ [[and]] which has another end [[is]] secured to the dista shaft portion at a location 
spaced proximally from the distal tic and which has a radially retracted configuration for 
delivery and a radially extended configuration for deploying the free end into tissue at 
the target site . 

b) placing the distal end of the shaft \ n target t i ssuo within a patient's body, 
so that the distal tip is disposed distally adjacent the target tissue site : 

c) securing the distal end of the shaft within the target tissue site by 
extending into tissue at the target t i ssue site the free end of the fixation element; and 

d) acquiring a tissue specimen ef the target tissue site . 

66. (Cancelled) 
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67. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 65, wherein tho stop of 
Go our i ng tho distal end - of the shaft compris es o x ton ding the tissue acquisition device 
has a plurality of fixation m o mb e rs elements which extend from a from a location on 
the distal shaft gortion spaced proximal to the distal end into tissue at the target site . 

68. (Currently Amended) A medical device for localization of ta r get 
tissue at a target site within a patients body, comprising: 

a shaft having a distal [lend]] shaft portion with a distal tip, and being 
configured for placement of said distal end -into -a within the patient's body tissue at a 
desired l ocation within target ti ss u e site : 

a radially expandable side-cutting element which has an expanded 
configuration for cutting a tissue sample from target tissue and which is disposed on 
said shaft proximal of said distal tip; and 

a fixation element which has a free end, which is dispos e d on sai d has 
another end secured to the distal ond of th e shaft portion proximal of said distal tip and 
which is configured for securing the distal end sh aft portion of said medical device within 
target tissue at said desired loc a tion target site . 

69. (Allowed) The medical device of claim 68, wherein said radially 
expandable side-cutting element is an electrosurgical cutting element. 

70. (Currently Amended) The medical device of claim 68, wherein the 
free end of said fixation element is configured for penetrating targ e t tissue at the target 
site . 
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71. (Currently Amended) The medical device of claim 68, wherein said 
fixation element comprises at least ono radioll^xt e ndablo and r e tractabl e member 
which has a radially retracted configuration for delivery and a radially extended 
configuration for deploying the free end into tissue at the target site . 

72. (Currently Amended) The medical device of claim 71, wherein said- 
fixation element comprises a plurality of radially extendable and retractable momboro 
which hav e fre e ends configured for - scGuring tho distal ond of th e shaft wrthin targot 
tissue fixation elements are provided . 

73. (Currently Amended) A method of performing a medical procedure 
at a target site within a patient's body , comprising: 

a) providing a medical device comprising a shaft having a distal [[end]] shaft 
portion with a distal tip, a fixation element which has a free end and which i s disposed 
another end secured to the distal shaft portion proximal to the distal tip, and a radially 
expandable side-cutting efement configured for cutting a tissue sample and disposed on 
said distal shaft portion proximal of said distal tip; 

b) advancing the distal ond of tho shaft portion within a patient's body, so 
that the distal [[end]] shaft portion is disposed within the target tissue site; and 

c) extending into the target tissue the free end of the fixation element so 
that the distal e nd of th e shaft portion becomes secured within the target tissue, 

74. (Currently Amended) The metiiod of claim 73, wherein said fixation 
element comprises at l east ono radia ll y e xt e ndable and rotractab l o m e mb e r has a 
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radially retracted configuration for deliver/ and a radially extended configuration for 
deploying the free end into tissue at the target site. 

75. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 73, wherein said fixation 
e le m e nt medical device comprises a plurality of radially extendable and retractable 
mombo ps fixation elements . 

76. (Currently Amended) A method for acquiring a specimen of ta F get 
tissue from a target site , comprising: 

a) providing a tissue acquisition device comprising a shaft having a distal end 
with a distal tip, a fixation element which has a free end and which is spaced proximal 
to the distal tip, and a radially expandable side-outting element configured for cutting a 
tissue specimen and disposed on said shaft proximal of said distal tip; 

b) advancing the distal end of the shaft i n b o d y ti ssue within a patient's 
body, so that the distal end is disposed within tissue at the target t i ssu e site : 

c) securing the distal end of the shaft within the tissue at the target tissu e 
site by extending into the ta rget tissue the free end of the fixation element con fi g u ro d 
for engag i ng t i ssue ; and 

d) cutting tissue with said radially expandable side-cutting element effective 
to separate one or more tissue specimens [[offl f rom the target tissue site . 

77. (Cancelled) 

78. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 77, wherein tho stop, of 
se curing the distal e nd of th e shaft portion is secured within tissue at the target site by 
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comprises extending a plurality of radially extendable and retractable members fixation 
elements from a side of the distal shaft portion spaced proximal to the distal end. 

79. (Allowed) A medical device for localization of target tissue comprising: 
a shaft having a distal end with a distal tip, and being configured for 

placement of said distal end into a patients body at a desired location; 

a distal cutting element disposed on said distal tip; 

a radially expandable side-cutting element configured for cutting a tissue 
sample from target tissue and disposed on said *haft proximal of said distal tip; and 

a fixation element which has a free end, which is disposed on said distal 
end proximal of said distal tip and which is configured for securing the distal end of said 
medical device within target tissue at said desired location. 

80. (Allowed) The medical device of claim 79, wherein said radially 
expandable side-cutting element is an electrosurgical cutting element 

81. (Allowed) The medical device of claim 79, wherein said distal cutting 
element is an electrosurgical cutting element. 

82. (Allowed) The medical device of claim 79, wherein said fixation 
element is configured for penetrating tissue. 

83. (Allowed) The medical device of claim 79, wherein said fixation 
element comprises at least one radially extendable and retractable member. 

84. (Allowed) The medical device of claim 83, wherein said fixation 
element comprises a plurality of radially extendable and retractable members which 
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are radially extendable and retractable from a s de of the distal end of the shaft, said 
members having free ends and being configured for securing the distal end of the 
shaft adjacent target tissue. 

85. (Allowed) A method of performing a medical procedure, comprising 

a) providing a medical device comprising a shaft having a distal end with a 
distal tip, a distal cutting element on the distal tip, a radially expandable side-cutting 
element configured for cutting a tissue sample and disposed on said shaft proximal of 
said distal tip, and a fixation element which has a free end, which is spaced proximal to 
the distal tip and which is configured for engaging lissue, 

b) advancing the medical device within a patient's body while cutting 
through tissue with said distal cutting element until the distal end of the shaft is 
disposed within target tissue; and 

c) extending into the target tissue the free end of the fixation element so 
that the distal end of the shaft becomes secured within the target tissue. 

86. (Allowed) The method of claim 85, wherein said fixation element 
comprises at least one radially extendable and retractable member. 

87. (Allowed) The method of claim 86. wherein said fixation element 
comprises a plurality of radially extendable and retractable members. 

88. (Allowed) The method of claim B5, wherein said distal cutting element 
is an electrosurgical cutting element. 
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89. (Allowed) The method of claim 85, wherein said cutting step 
comprises cutting target tissue. 

90. (Allowed) The method of clajm 85, wherein said cutting step 
comprises cutting through target tissue. 

91. (Allowed) The method of claim 90, wherein said placing step 
comprises placing the distal end of the shaft in s. patient's body so that the distal tip of 
the distal end is disposed adjacent and distal to target tissue. 

92. (Previously Presented) A medical device for localization of target 
tissue comprising: 

a. an elongated shaft which has a distal portion with a distal tip and a 
proximal portion and which is configured for placement of the distal portion 
into a patient's body tissue at a des ired location; 

b. a tissue penetrating cutting element disposed on the distal tip; and 

c. a plurality of fixation elements which have free ends configured to engage 
target tissue, at least one of the free ends being oriented in a proximal 
direction and at least one of the free ends being oriented in a distal 
direction and which are secured to the distal portion at locations proximal 
of the distal tip. 
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